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Maintenance and Care

Owner Maintenance

 Wiper Blades

CAUTION
 Hot waxes applied by automatic car 
washers have been known to aff ect the 
wiper's ability to clean windows.

 To prevent damage to the wiper blades, 
do not use gasoline, kerosene, paint 
thinner, or other solvents on or near 
them.

 When the wiper lever is in the AUTO 
position and the ignition is switched ON, 
the wipers may move automatically in 
the following cases:

 If the windshield above the rain 
sensor is touched.

 If the windshield above the rain 
sensor is wiped with a cloth.

 If the windshield is struck with a hand 
or other object.

 If the rain sensor is struck with a hand 
or other object from inside the vehicle.

 Be careful not to pinch hands or fi ngers 
as it may cause injury, or damage the 
wipers. When washing or servicing the 
vehicle, make sure the wiper lever is in 
the OFF position.

  Contamination of either the windshield or 
the blades with foreign matter can reduce 
wiper effectiveness. Common sources are 
insects, tree sap, and hot wax treatments 
used by some commercial car washes.

  If the blades are not wiping properly, 
clean the window and blades with a good 
cleaner or mild detergent; then rinse 
thoroughly with clean water. Repeat if 
necessary.

 Replacing Windshield Wiper 
Blades

            When the wipers no longer clean well, the 
blades are probably worn or cracked.
  Replace them.

CAUTION
  To prevent damage to the wiper arms 
and other components, do not try to 
sweep the wiper arm by hand.

   NOTE
  To prevent damage to the wiper arm 
blades when raising both the driver and 
passenger side wiper arms, raise the 
driver side wiper arm fi rst. Conversely, 
when setting down the wiper arms, set the 
passenger side wiper arm down fi rst.

   1.  Raise the wiper arm.
   2.  Open the clip and slide the blade 

assembly in the direction of the arrow.
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 Replacing Rear Window Wiper 
Blade (5-Door)

            When the wiper no longer cleans well, the 
blade is probably worn or cracked.
  Replace it.

CAUTION
  To prevent damage to the wiper arm 
and other components, do not move 
the wiper by hand.

   1.  Remove the cover.

   2.   (With stopper type)
   Remove the stopper and raise the wiper 

arm.
    (Without stopper type)
   Raise the wiper arm.

Stopper

   3.  Firmly rotate the wiper blade to the 
right until it unlocks, then remove the 
blade.

CAUTION
  To prevent damage to the rear window, 
do not let the wiper arm fall on it.

   4.  Pull down the blade rubber and slide it 
out of the blade holder.
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   5.  Remove the metal stiffeners from the 
blade rubber and install them in the 
new blade.

CAUTION
  Do not bend or discard the stiff eners. 
You need to use them again.

   6.  Carefully insert the new blade rubber.
   Then install the blade assembly in the 

reverse order of removal.
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 Battery

WARNING
  Wash hands after handling the battery and related accessories:

  Battery posts, terminals and related accessories contain lead and lead compounds, 
chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer and reproductive harm.
  

  Read the following precautions carefully before using the battery or inspecting 

to ensure safe and correct handling:

  

  Always wear eye protection when working near the battery:

  Working without eye protection is dangerous. Battery fl uid contains SULFURIC ACID 
which could cause blindness if splashed into your eyes. Also, hydrogen gas produced 
during normal battery operation, could ignite and cause the battery to explode.
  

  Wear eye protection and protective gloves to prevent contact with battery fl uid:

  Spilled battery fl uid is dangerous.
  Battery fl uid contains SULFURIC ACID which could cause serious injuries if it gets in eyes, 
or on the skin or clothing. If this happens, immediately fl ush your eyes with water for 15 
minutes or wash your skin thoroughly and get medical attention.
  

  Always keep batteries out of the reach of children:

  Allowing children to play near batteries is dangerous. Battery fl uid could cause serious 
injuries if it gets in the eyes or on the skin.
  

  Keep fl ames and sparks away from open battery cells and do not allow metal 

tools to contact the positive ( ) or negative ( ) terminal of the battery when working 

near a battery. Do not allow the positive ( ) terminal to contact the vehicle body:

  Flames and sparks near open battery cells are dangerous. Hydrogen gas, produced 
during normal battery operation, could ignite and cause the battery to explode. An 
exploding battery can cause serious burns and injuries. Keep all fl ames including 
cigarettes and sparks away from open battery cells.
  

Mazda3_8DX6-EA-14F_Edition1.indb   37Mazda3_8DX6-EA-14F_Edition1.indb   37 2014/04/03   13:30:022014/04/03   13:30:02

Information Provided by:



6–38

Maintenance and Care

Owner Maintenance

  Keep all fl ames, including cigarettes, and sparks away from open battery cells:

  Flames and sparks near open battery cells are dangerous. Hydrogen gas, produced 
during normal battery operation, could ignite and cause the battery to explode. An 
exploding battery can cause serious burns and injuries.

   NOTE
  Before performing battery maintenance, remove the battery cover by pulling the tab.

Tab
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 Battery Maintenance

  To get the best service from a battery:

 Keep it securely mounted.
 Keep the top clean and dry.
 Keep terminals and connections clean, 
tight, and coated with petroleum jelly or 
terminal grease.

 Rinse off spilled electrolyte immediately 
with a solution of water and baking 
soda.

 If the vehicle will not be used for an 
extended time, disconnect the battery 
cables and charge the battery every six 
weeks.

 Battery Replacement
            Contact an Authorized Mazda Dealer for a 
battery replacement purchase.

 Battery Replacement
              If the buttons on the transmitter are 
inoperable and the operation indicator 
light does not fl ash, the battery may be 
dead.
  Replace with a new battery before the 
transmitter becomes unusable.

CAUTION
 Make sure the battery is installed 
correctly. Battery leakage could occur if it 
is not installed correctly.

 When replacing the battery, be careful 
not to touch any of the internal circuitry 
and electrical terminals, bend the 
electrical terminals, or get dirt in the 
transmitter as the transmitter could be 
damaged.

 There is the danger of explosion if the 
battery is not correctly replaced.

 Dispose of used batteries according to 
the following instructions.

 Insulate the plus and minus terminals 
of the battery using cellophane or 
equivalent tape.

 Never disassemble.
 Never throw the battery into fi re or 
water.

 Never deform or crush.

 Replace only with the same type battery 
(CR2025 or equivalent).
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  The following conditions indicate that the 
battery power is low:

 The KEY indicator light (green) fl ashes 
in the instrument cluster for about 30 
seconds after the engine is turned off.

 The system does not operate and 
the operation indicator light on the 
transmitter does not fl ash when the 
buttons are pressed.

 The system's operational range is 
reduced.

  Replacing the battery at an Authorized 
Mazda Dealer is recommended to prevent 
damage to the key. If replacing the battery 
by yourself, follow the instruction below.

  Replacing the key battery
     1.  Pull out the auxiliary key.

  2.  Insert a small, fl athead screwdriver 
into the groove shown in the fi gure and 
rotate the screwdriver to open the cover 
slightly.

  3.  Insert the small, fl athead screwdriver 
into the gap between the cover and 
the transmitter, and then rotate the 
screwdriver to detach the cover.
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